Queensland Government

Cabinet – October 2022
Integrity and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2022
Premier and Minister for the Olympics 

1. The Integrity and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2022 (the Bill) represents the first set of legislative amendments to implement integrity reforms recommended by Professor Coaldrake in his Report, Let the sunshine in: Review of Culture and accountability in the Queensland public sector (Coaldrake Report) and Kevin Yearbury in his Strategic Review of the Integrity Commissioner’s functions (Yearbury Report).
2. The Bill amends the Auditor-General Act 2009, the Integrity Act 2009 and the Ombudsman Act 2001 to better promote the independence and authority of the Queensland Auditor-General, the Queensland Integrity Commissioner and the Queensland Ombudsman.
3. The Bill amends the Auditor-General Act 2009 to create the Auditor-General as an Officer of the Parliament; remove Queensland Audit Office staff from the operation of the Public Sector Act 2022; give greater autonomy to the Auditor-General to set basic fees; and provide greater oversight of the Auditor-General by the relevant parliamentary committee.
4. It also amends the Integrity Act 2009 to establish the Office of the Queensland Integrity Commissioner; create the new position of Deputy Integrity Commissioner; continue staff of the Office being employed under the Public Sector Act 2022 but with greater autonomy for the Integrity Commissioner by providing that they control the Office, including staff; amend the definition of ‘designated’ person and provide for an end date for designation; and create an offence of unregistered lobbying.
5. The Bill amends the Ombudsman Act 2001 so that strategic reviews of the Ombudsman’s Office are conducted at least every five years instead of the current seven.
6. Cabinet approved the preparation and introduction of the Integrity and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2022 into the Legislative Assembly.
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